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I'nor tu 1979. only foui specimens of ihc clapid

snuke Oxyunvuts mkrolepidolits were known
from South Australia and all were recorded from
the eviiemc noiihcaM of the Stale. Houston 1

staled that the species only appeared following

plagues of the rat, Rattus villosissimus. One road

killed specimen was found in October 1979 near

Clifton (fills Station, and in April 1980 three

live specimens and two skin sloughs were col-

lected from (he same area". Here wc feporl a

further three specimens (two collected) and a

skin slough near Clifton Hills Station, at ;i time

when the Dkmanlinfl River. Cioyders Lagoon and
Warburlon Kivcr were in Hood. Aerial examina-
lion of flooded areas revealed that water had
not covered the flood plain so that small elevated

sections throughout the lagoon remained dry.

Coydens I _ a goon fo an area of Pleistocene to

Holoccne sediments consisting of gypsiferous Band
,md day, overlying laeustune gypsum beds. The
surfieial sediment or soil is soft and easily com-
putable as a result of us high porosity and high

content of crystalline gypsum. Throughout the

raised areas, on which the snakes were caiitrnl.

[be -ufl'acc is pocked by shallow depressions.

many of which lead down into narrow cracks Of

cavities up to 200 mm in width.

These holes, which appear to he desiccation

eracU enlarged by solution processes, form w

labyrinth of tunnels hi the ground.
A cutting in a gravel pu T sixteen kilometre

south of Clifton Kills Station, exposed a section

ihrough this sequence, shuwing ihc relationship

of the caviliew to the sand and underlving fiVpstim.

IfIff, 1).

I wo female O. mir/oftpidttiitt. were collected

approximately 30 m apart at the edge of Ooydeis
lagoon, (2f>

a
33

r

S> ]39°00T:i, adjacent to the

Kudsville Track at 0730 hr 28.iii.l98I. Ambient
temperature was approximately J4"C Mfh 85 95%
cloud cover and a slighi breeze. A skin slough
was found in the same area. Both snakes altemptcd
to escape down the holes which were abundant in

the urea. The lizard fympatunrypiis fctrapnto-

vhor.i v\;is previously noted to use these holes.

An additional O. mU:rotejn t h>tu\ w:is observed
but not captured, 7 km soulhwesi on 30.iii.l9SI

at 0810 hrs. The air temperature was also 24'C
With no wind and followed by 15 mm rain The

previous afternoon. I he area in which ihc snake
was observed is subjected Lo occasional inundu
Hon by the Warhurtor kivcr the snake remained
motionless with its head aloft and wus approached
hi within 1.5 m. After three minutes it began
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to move o(T; upon being disturbed by touch, the

snake quickly withdrew its tail, hissed, and

slowly moved toward a solulion hole about -0 rn

awuy.

After collection of specimens in 1980 and 1981

Mr P. Wilson ai' Clifton Hills, recognised the

species and supplied further obsci vations. He
gave co-ordinates for 22 other sightings in

Goyder-t ( agoon and the Wiirhurton Rive*

ranging from I39
W 10E. 26'35'S to 138 45 E.

27' 97 S. The data arc treated with eaulion he-

cm use there may be confusion with /
J\inJoiutfu

species*'.

Current knowledge permits the interpretation

that O. rnkrtitvpiifottss is j permanent resident on
ihe flood plains of the Diamantina River,

Ooyders Lagoon and Warburlon River. An adJf
tioiiid specimen was collected by die N.P.W.S.
on a Cooper Creek Hood plain north of Moomha
since the March expedition I D. Mount peis

comm. ).

Observations of the nature of thf terrain de-

rived from aerial surveys of the Warburlon
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River and the Kallakoopah Creek, indicate that

the species could extend to Lake Eyre.

Of the specimens collected, four are kept by
P. Mirtschin at the Whyalla Fauna Park for

breeding studies. The other is under the care of

Mr J. Bredl at Renmark.
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